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PRESIDENT REPORT 
 

This year is quickly flying by and some of us are on the last few days of school and yet others have a ways to go yet.  The 2009
-2010 school year has been interesting to say the least.  We have dealt with food recalls, threat of pandemic outbreaks, rising 
food costs, and constant issues in managing our food and supplies in order to feed the many students we all come in contact 
with daily.  Then just when we think we are done with school we are already looking ahead to the next school year. 

Our National Association is actively seeking more funding for our meals, providing many tools to run our programs better and 
good varieties of continuing education.  We need to be proactive in what we do to constantly better ourselves and the programs 
we are running.  Things don’t just fall into our laps all the time and say here it is.  We as members should want to embrace the 
ideas, suggestions or whatever that works for us. 

With that said, I want to invite all of you to our SNASD state conference coming up on July29-31 this year in Huron.  The con-
ference planners are working diligently to put together a very informative schedule which we will all be able to benefit from.  
Along with good quality sessions and speakers I have heard we have a very nice line up for entertainment and relaxation.  
Mark you calendars and I hope you will be looking forward to this year’s conference as much as I am. 

Nationally our Association is asking for more funding for all meals whether they are in Free/Reduced or Paid.  Additionally 
they are supporting a National Standards for all food and beverages sold on school grounds.  If you have opportunity to voice 
your opinion with our state representation in Washington D.C. I would like to strongly encourage you do so.  They want to 
hear from us and I believe they will listen too. 

Vicky Kirby and I will be attending the Annual National Conference with SNA the last week of June in Las Vegas.  We wel-
come your thoughts and comments on what we as a state could be doing better, or what is being done right etc… Your execu-
tive board works for you and we need to know your concerns too. 

 

Hope to see you in July…..Have a great summer!!!! 

Sincerely, 

 

Gay Anderson 

SNASD President 





As with everything these days we all look at ways to cut back on spending and those of 
us on your Executive Board watch that closely too.  One area we will be making a 
change in coming this fall will be the way we publish our newsletter.  The printing and 
mailing costs for our newsletters run the association roughly $6000.00 annually.  
In this day and age of computers and wanting to "GO GREEN"   we are going to send 
out the newsletter via email this next year.  If there is not a personal email account for 
you, the newsletter will be submitted to the Authorized Representative of your 
school.  The way this will take place we believe that we will reach more of you in our 
readership.   We will be making sure to get your email address and ask that you keep us 
informed so if it were to change we may still send you your copy. 

By receiving the newsletter this way you will have the option of printing it out for others 
to see or saving it going back to email.  We believe this as with any change may be hard 
for some but again being financially prudent in this matter we must look for penny pinch-
ing where we can just as we do in our purchases for student meals.   

Thank you for you understanding.  

 

To have the newsletter emailed directly to your email address, please send an email 
to Eric Kunzweiler and in the subject line, please put “add to e-delivery”. 

ekunzweiler@interlakescap.com 

 

If you do not have email or access to a computer, the newsletter will be emailed to all 
authorized representatives. 

 

For those in your areas that may not have access to computers, please print and 
share your copy with them. 

 

 







MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 

Mark your calendars now for the SNA of SD  
Legislative Grab and Go Lunch on  

January 28, 2010  from 11:30am to 1:30pm in the 
capital. 
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LOOK FOR: 

 
· Registration Form and Agenda 

 
· Remembrance and  Silver Circle Pins 

 
· Hotel Contact Information 

 

 



AMOUNT 

$___________ 

$__________ 

$_________ 

 

Registration Form 
School Nutrition Association of South Dakota 
and Child & Adult Nutrition Services 
38th Annual Conference & Industry Seminar 
Huron Event Center 
July 28 – July 31, 2009 

 

“Making the Right Food Choices Together” 
Registrations for conference must be postmarked  by Wednesday  July 1, 2009 , to receive Early Bird rate. 

(Allow 5 days for delivery). Please Print or type.  

Participant________________________________________Title_____________________________ 
 

School District/Agency Name_________________________________  Phone (w): ________________  
 

Home Address (required):_____________________________________City______________________  
 

State____ Zip____________ Home phone: ________________ e-mail: _________________________ 
 

Chapter Number____ Membership Number___________   Are you the food/supply buyer? ____Yes ____N o      

If you are a SNA Certified member will you attend free Certified Breakfast Friday morning? ____ Yes ____No 

Will you attend the Wednesday evening social at Ravine Lake Recreational Park? ____ Yes _____No 

Will you attend the Thursday evening banquet? ____ Yes ____ No 

 

Registration fees : Please check all that apply, enter dollar amounts in the boxes to the right and total at the bottom.  Include form with check 
payable to the School Nutrition Association of South Dakota (SNA of SD) 

Early Bird:  (Postmarked by July 1, 2009)      Regular:   (Postmarked after July 1, 2009 or on-site) 

  ___ Member registration:  $75**    ___ Member registration:  $90** 

  ___ Non-member registration:  $95**  ___ Non-member  registration:  $110** 

  ___ One day (member or non-member): $40 ___ One-day (member or non-member)  $60 
**   Registration includes one banquet ticket for Thursday evening. 

___  Extra  Guest  Banquet Ticket (Thursday, July 30th, 2009)  $20. 

 
Pre-conference Workshops: You may register for one only as they run concurrently. A confirmation note will be sent to each registrant so 
you know if you have been accepted for pre-conference workshops. 

               ___ New Healthy Edge  (9 hour class, no test) July 28, 8-4, July 29, 8-10, $25  

               ___ New Managers (11-hour class, no test) July 28, 8-4, July 29, 8-12  $25 

 ___ ServSafe: (12-hour class with test) July 28, 8-4, July 29, 7-12   $85 
  ServSafe Test Print Size / Language: _____________________ 
 ___ ServSafe Recertification (6-hour with test ) $85  July 28, 12-4, July 29, 8-10 
  ServSafe Test Print Size / Language: _____________________ 

 ___  Special Diets from A-Z (7-hour class, no test) July 28, 8-4, $25 
 ___  Developing A Food Safety Plan / HACCP  (7-hour class, no test) July 28, 8-4, $25 
 ___ Foodservice Overview  for NEW Authorized Representatives, Business Managers, and  

               Food Service Directors  July 29,  8-12  (no fee for new administrators, $25 for others)  

 
  

Send Registration form and   Victoria Wittrock, SNA of SD Treasurer                          (TOTAL) 

payment (checks payable to    203 Jeanne Circle 

SDSNA) to:     Hartford SD 57033      

                 

Refund requests must be submitted in writing by August 7, 2009. 

$15 non-refundable per registration. 



 

Registration Form 
School Nutrition Association of South Dakota 
and Child & Adult Nutrition Services 
38th Annual Conference & Industry Seminar 
Huron Event Center 
July 28 – July 31, 2009 

 

 

“Making the Right Food Choices Together” 
You are invited to meet with your friends and co-workers from across the state in the annual child nutrition back-to-school fall conference 
and workshop.  This is the opening event for child nutrition personnel to prepare for the coming school year.  Industry members also look 
forward to providing information and items to consider for the school meals.  It's work and it's fun.  Review things you thought you already 
knew, learn about new issues, and share what you know with others.  Meet up with old friends and make new ones!  Some of the Certifica-
tion Institute graduating classes have begun to plan their reunion events in conjunction with this conference.   

 

If this is your first SNA of SD conference and/or if you are a new manager, you can request a mentor/guide to help figure out what/when/
where.  Experienced conference-goers can be a 'buddy' (mentor) by being a guide for a first timer or in being a mentor for new managers.   

 

 
 

Pre-conference Workshops run concurrently.   A confirmation note will be sent to each registrant so you know if you have been accepted 
for pre-conference workshops and where the workshop will be held. 

NOTE:  ServSafe and Recertification ServSafe manuals will be mailed to students prior to class.  It is a prerequisite to read the manuals 
prior to class time.   

Tuesday, July 28 th  AND Wednesday, July 29 th: 

· 8:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. – New Healthy Edge This class will be USDA’s new updated version. Concludes July 29, 8-10:00, $25 

 

· 8:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. - New Managers  - Concludes July 29th, 8-12:00. 11 hours of instruction.  A “crash course” designed to prepare 
new managers for the upcoming school year raising awareness of requirements, responsibilities, and paperwork to expect. $25 

 

· 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – ServSafe - Concludes July 29th , 7a.m. - noon. Twelve hours of instruction including time for testing.  (Limited to 25 
people) Cost - $85 (includes manual and test).  Provides in-depth training on safe food handling procedures.  Meets sanitation training 
requirement for the  national School Nutrition Association (SNA) certification.  The test is available in regular print, large print, English 
and 5 other languages.  If you are registering for ServSafe, please indicate your preferred print size or language choice.  

 

· 12:00 (noon) to 4 p.m. - ServSafe Recertification - Concludes July 29th, 8-10:00.  6 hour class including time for test. (Limited to 25 
people)  A refresher course on food safety issues prepares participants to take the test for recertification as a food handler.   $85 in-
cludes manual and test.  The test is available in regular print, large print, English and 5 other languages. If you are registering for 
ServSafe Recertification, please indicate your preferred print size or language choice. 
   

· 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Special Diets From A-Z – 7 hour class, Tuesday July 28th only, no test.  This class will provide information regarding 
rules, regulations, best practices, resources, and background information including hands-on practice and time for sharing. $25 

 

· 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – *** Developing a Food Safety Plan a 7 hour class, Tuesday July 28th only, no test.  This will be initial training on 
developing a written food safety program using the process approach to HACCP principles. This workshop will be an excellent opportu-
nity to get help in developing a written food safety program.  $25 

 

· 8:00 – 12:00 noon. Wednesday July 29th, only.  – Food Service Overview This class is suggested for NEW Superintendents, Busi-
ness Managers and Food Service Directors.  We invite you to stay on as a guest for the remainder of the conference if a superinten-
dent or business manager. No fee for new administrators, others $25.  

Pre-conference Workshops  



 

Registration Form 
School Nutrition Association of South Dakota 
and Child & Adult Nutrition Services 
38th Annual Conference & Industry Seminar 
Watertown Event Center 
July 28 – July 31, 2009 

 

 

 

WE ARE A VERY IMPORTANT “ COMPONENT”  

Huron Event Center 

 
Ask for SNA of SD block of rooms to get confer-

ence rate before June 30th 
 

$74  for Standard Room 

Accommodates 1 – 4 People 

605-352-3204  or 1-800-876-5858  

Be prepared to furnish your school tax ID#.  

Keynote Speakers : 

 

 

Kevin Stacey - Train Right, Inc. 
 

Stacy Sagowitz, RD - Tyson Products 
 

Karen Allen – Prevention Specialist – 
Mitchell Schools 

Conference Workshops planned / Invited for Conferen ce : 
Huron Hospital  –Basic First Aid Training 

Laurie Nelson – Meadowsweet Market -  Living with Gluten Free Diets 

Gay Anderson – Director Brandon Valley School District - SNA/FMIS Procurement 

Pat Garrity – SDSU Professor - Buying Local 

SD County Extentsion  – Incorporating Dietary Guidelines into School Meals 

Keith Bresnin – Dakota Paper Company - Going Green 

Dora Rivas – National SNA President-Elect - How to Promote Yourself 

Sean Moen  – Director Mitchell School District - Job Security 

Dawn Conrad / Gerry Klein – SD Dairy Council - Dairy Council Topics 

Kevin Stacey – Train Right Inc. – Keynote Speaker - How to Stay Motivated 

Stacey Sagowitz, RD – Tyson Products – Keynote Speaker 

Karen Allen – Mitchell Public Schools - Prevention Specialist  

Shelly Anderson – Manager Summit School District - Fun Kitchen Ideas 

CANS Staff –  

Team Nutrition Highlights, Provision 2 Training, Special Diets, ServSafe, Developing A Food Safety Plan, Com-
modities, Food Service Overview, Technical Assistance 

Thursday Evening Banquet 

Installation of SDSNA Officers 

Meet Elvis’ Canadian Grandchildren Kelvis and Spelvis 
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REMEMBRANCE  
 

If anyone knows of someone in-
volved in school food service that 
has passed away during the past 
year and would like to include 
them in the remembrance at the 
38th Annual Conference, please 
write a remembrance and send to: 

 

Gay Anderson 
7408 W Legacy Ct. 

Sioux Falls, SD  57106 

 

OR 

 

Gay.Anderson@k12.sd.us 
 

25 Years 
Silver Circle Pins 

If you have been in school food 
service for 25 years or know of 
someone who has, please fill 
out the form below and send to: 

Gay Anderson 
7408 W Legacy Ct. 
Sioux Falls, SD  57106 

 

OR 

 

Gay.Anderson@k12.sd.us 

 

Name of person with 25 years: 

 

School: 

 

Submitted by, Contact Phone 
number: 







SNASD Executive Board Meeting 
Cedar Shores in Chamberlin 

April 17 –April 18, 2009 

 

Call to Order and Pledge Allegiance recited 

Mission Statement Read 

Members Present-Gay Anderson- President, Vicki Kirby-Vice President, Robin Thompson-President Elect, Ron Zyl-
stra-Industry, Kevin Boschee-Industry, Charlotte Pistulka-Chapter 1, Sheryl Bauer- Chapter 3, Sean Moen-Director 
Council and Chapter 5, Kim Juhnke-Chapter 4 , Donna Myrum –Chapter 6, Paula Fossum –Chapter 7, Pearl Haux-
Chapter 9, Marylce MIcklos-CANS, Joni Davis-Legislative, Shelly Anderson-Membership/Certification, Victoria 
Wittrock-Secretary/Treasurer  

Approval of the Minutes 

Sean Moen motioned to accept the minutes as is and Pearl Haux had 2nd the motion.  

President Report-Gay Anderson 

Three presentations would be reviewed during the meeting on the possibly locations of the 2013 and 2014 Annual 
Conventions those would be Cedar Shores, Aberdeen, and Watertown. 

Connie’s Husband had passed away on behalf of the board a plant and card was sent out. Our thoughts are with Con-
nie. 

A Thank you letter was sent out by SNA and Global Child Nutrition Foundation for the gift of $303 that was given in 
behalf of Marshall Matz representing each member in South Dakota for his dedication on enriching our School Nutri-
tion Programs.  

District owned membership is a reality in South Dakota. As of right now, West Central School is the only inquiry of a 
district moving in that direction. 

School Nutrition Specialist (SNS) credential only 1 in South Dakota that would be Joni Davis. Very few in the nation 
are credentialed. SNASD have the possibly of opening up more opportunities in this state to have more credentialed. 
More information will be detailed in the newsletter that will be given to Eric. There are some requirements before you 
are able to become credentialed. 

LAC was attended by Vicki Kirby, Arlene Chamberlin and Gay Anderson. This was a great opportunity to go and see 
the politics in actions Gay stated the group was able to speak to the aids of Stephanie Herseth and Tim Johnson on the 
concerns of South Dakota. Senator John Thune did speak to group personally (Arlene, Vickie and Gay) and had open 
discussion on the state of South Dakota. Gay thought was very beneficial to send the Vice President in annually 
LAC’s.  

Vice President Report–Vicki Kirby 

Vicki thanked the board for the opportunity on going to LAC. The experience of the first year you feel a little over-
whelmed and wanted the opportunity of a vice president annually attend the LAC in the future with President and 
Legislative Chair. The excitement of representing the state and experiencing our government in action was more than 
what one person can expect. 

At conference there will be 16 breakout sessions. We can bring in our own snacks for breaks rather than purchasing 
from the convention center. Concerned of Huron’s capability of handling a large conference and the board will review 
after conference and look ahead for next year’s conference.  

President Elect Report- Robin Thompson 

The firm deadline for the Conference Cook Books is now May 1. About 200 recipes have been currently turned in. 



Chapter Presidents were asked to send e-mails out to their area and splash out information on selling cookbooks. Some 
requests in some chapters to be able to sell.  Information of the cook books in the spring newsletter for sale. The recipes 
were written as the way you had sent them. If you had included your name or school name they will be written with that 
recipe. 

Board discussed possibilities of Mitchell, Yankton, Pierre and Brookings as the proposal were coming in and concerns 
of meeting rooms, breakout sessions, banquet, booth for vendors, and rooms for the whole conference in general. The 
board discussed of looking at doing the vendor conference in another area than in the hotel as a possibility for future 
events. 

Past President Report-Connie Hlavac 

At Conference there will be election held for incoming Vice President currently 2 individuals are interested in the posi-
tion. 

Presentation of Aberdeen and their proposal of 2013 and 2014 to the Board 

Secretary/Treasurer Report-Victoria Wittrock 

Treasurer Report presented to the board. 

Checking Account Balance $10650.72 

Deposits $4733.10 

Checks $13680.19 

Current Balance of $1703.63 

Savings $5449.15 

CD totals not cashed in $17404.68 

Sean Moen motioned to accept the treasurer report. Charlotte Pistulka 2nd the motion.  

A CD was cashed in on the April 10, 2009 (on the maturity date).  In the amount of 6188.60 was supposed to be depos-
ited into checking but was sent out by mail in cashier’s check and not currently received. Working with the bank to re-
solve this issue because they recognize this is their error and not the association. 

With issues that have led up to this point with First Bank and Trust consider looking for a more versatile bank. Concerns 
when a new Treasurer takes over anywhere in the state the banking will be able to communicate with the same branch. 
First Bank and Trust Bank in Brookings (currently) does not communicate with other First Bank and Trusts they want 
you to deal with your current banker in Brookings. That is simply the First Bank and Trusts policy.  

Kim Juhnke motioned to looking into other banking options in South Dakota that are found almost in any town or city 
as a first step. Kevin Boschee 2nd the motion. 

Membership/Certification-Shelly Anderson 

Currently we have 106 certified members and 282 members with 19 delinquents. 

A class or a session to give information on the difference of members and certified members Shelly thinks would be 
helpful to our state.  Shelly looking at ways of getting e-mail addresses at conference to our members for alerting their 
membership dues and other info. Also, to help save on postage as well. 

 

Legislative Chair-Joni Davis 

Joni thanked Arlene, Vicki and Gay on going to LAC and representing our state while she could not attend. 

Joni passed out the 2009 Reauthorization Issue paper to have Chapter President’s to go back and discuss the concerns 
that are impacting us as a state. Funding and improving our nutrition standards being our biggest issue. Discussing the 
talking points such SNA urges Congress to increase reimbursement rates semi-annually rather than annually. Eliminat-
ing reduced meal prices and categorizing with the free. Also, there is money in the stimulus package for nutrition pro-



grams of $20.8 billion divided into other programs as well such as WIC, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs. 
Do we know our meal prices as a state? The concerns of nutritional guidelines before and after school as well. 

Joni looked at evaluations from the Legislative Days in February and according to the evaluations was a success. The 
next year’s dates will be January 28 from 11:30- 1:00. 

Cedar Shores Presentation to the Board 

Directors Council-Sean Moen 

Minutes of the Director Council Minutes held on February 20, 2009 at Cedar Shore. Topics included Financial Manage-
ment, School Lunch vs. Made Lunch, Market Study of Hourly Wage Earners. Sean had talked about districts doing an 
increase on meal prices for next school year. Are employee’s evaluations done yearly in your district?  

Industry Meeting held February 20-21 was attended by 34 people. Friday night consisted of vendor recipes and taste 
testing of foods. Saturday was an excellent speaker. Some concerns heard having this during the annual conference 
rather than in February. Overall the industry seminar was good. The newsletter will have some information and pictures 
of the industry conference. 

Sean is working on ideas for social night at the conference and presented to the board. 

 Kevin Boschee motioned to adjourn for the evening and continue in the morning. Kim Juhnke 2nd the motion. 

Saturday April 18, 2009 
CANS Report-Marylce Michols 

Special diets training on in various areas for 5 hours in Watertown, Sioux Falls, and Rapid City. 

NFSMI Trainings: Offer Versus Serve will be offered in Watertown, April 28, Sioux Falls, April 29, and Rapid City 
May 1st. Standardized Recipes will be offered Watertown April 28, Sioux Falls April 29, and Rapid City Friday May 1st. 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Training was due April 8th. 

Child Nutrition Institute will be held May 31-June 5 on the campus of Augustana College. 

School Kitchen Equipment Grant money is available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

SD Wellness policy Training will be held on July 13 and 14 at Sioux Falls Ramkota. 

Team Nutrition Training Grant Submitted in April. Power Panther suit is retiring and a Broccoli costume will take it 
place. 

Summer Food Service Program and Summer Milk program application are currently being approved. 

Only recall currently is Pistachio Nuts. 

Healthy US School Meals Challenge with a big celebration on April 7 with the Huron Schools and local representatives 
and USDA representatives were present. 

CANS staff update that Mark Moen had join the team on March 24 as Elaine’s Scott replacement. Applications are be-
ing accepted for Cassandra’s position. 

Industry-Ron Zylstra and Kevin Boschee  

So far 25 booths have registered for conference. 

Kevin would like to have a dietician for Industry time at Conference to have a dialogue on whole grains for both indus-
try and members. Also, discussing the life issues with allergies in reading labels in the products they sell or we use. Gay 
will write letters to Industry requesting their presence at this with the members at conference and as breakout session. 
Gay will contact a dietician as well.    

Ron is stepping down after conference and replacement will be announcement. 

Newsletter-Eric Kunzweiler 

Eric would like the board to consider e-mail newsletter rather than by mail would save the board approximately $6000 
per year. The board discussed by doing this you could extend the newsletters to our administration and staff by click of 



an e-mail. Kim Juhnke had motioned to e-mail newsletters rather than by mail and Shelly Anderson had 2nd the mo-
tion.  

Spring Newsletter will be done as a hard copy next fall will be done by e-mail after that.  

Watertown Presentation to the Board for 2013 and 2014 

Chapter 1-Charlotte Pistulka 

Kay Foust is retiring and a banquet in her honor May 15. May 16 at the Chapter Meeting Kay will talk about her 
memories. Kay has been in the Douglass School district for 30 years. 

Chapter meeting was held March 6, 2009 at Sturgis Elementary School. Discussed at that meeting was the concern 
having Industry Seminar in February difficult to get away. 

Chapter 2-Open 

Chapter 3-Sheryl Bauer 

Sheryl thanked the board for the information sent to her because she was not able to attend the meeting in February.  

Chapter meeting did a recipe sample. Sheryl put a challenge the most recipes sent in by her chapter will receive a $ 
25 gift certificate from Watertown. 

Chapter 4-Kim Juhnke 

Chapter meeting will be held on April 28 in Yankton. 

Chapter 5-Sean Moen no report given 

Chapter 6-Donna Myrhum 

Chapter meeting held April 6, 2009 at the Grant-Duel School and discussed the Executive Board minutes from Feb-
ruary. Next meeting will be held May 11, 2009 at Milbank School. 

Chapter 7-Paula Fossum 

Chapter meeting held on March 16 and was about can cutting. Next meeting will be held April 27 at SF Christian 
School. 

Chapter 8-Open 

Chapter 9-Pearl Haux 

Chapter meeting will be April 22, 2009. 

Chapter 10-open 

Chapter 11-open 

Chapter 12-Nita Muser no report given 

Old Business 

Chapter President if not able to attend sends someone in your place to represent your area to the board meeting. If 
you cannot attend the board meetings please advice the President immediately to get the information for the board 
and to save costs. 

New Business 

An extra line will be added on the Conference Registration requesting if you will be there for the Wednesday night 
meal so we can get a good estimate. A ticket will be given for Wednesday night, Banquet and Certification Breakfast. 
Chamber will do name tags. Commerce is doing a raffle gift. The Board discussed raising the Early Bird Rates for 
conferences from $65 to $75 and after $80. 

Pearl Haux motioned to raise the conference fee by $10 and Shelly Anderson 2nd the motion. 

Motioned Carried 

The board had discussed having different party vendors doing the raffle fundraiser instead of each chapter coming up 



with ideas. This would be manned by the party vendor. The party vendors (for example Tastefully Simple, Pamper 
Chef etc) presence would be present Wednesday and Thursday during conference. Vicki would be looking into this. 

Table decorations for the banquet would be done by Chapter 9. 

Chapter 6 and Shelly Anderson will do the Certification Breakfast decorations. 

Chapter 1 will do the corsages for banquet officer installation. Gay will get a list of how many for Charlotte. 

The Board is moving Legislative Panel on Thursday rather that Friday to have the most of our members present for 
anyone who is representing our Senator’s and House of Representatives to speak at conference.  

Kevin Boschee motioned for the board to adjourn and Kim Juhnke 2nd the motion. 

Respectfully submitted 

Victoria Wittrock 

JONI DAVIS, LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 

South Dakota Makes A Difference….. 
Can you believe it?  Did you look at the SNA Issue Paper from the Legislative Action Conference in Washing-
ton, DC?   South Dakota is there and proud! 

Look at the one page document.  See the third bullet under Increase Funding.  There it is.  OUR SOUTH DA-
KOTA  “footprint”  firmly planted in the future of Child Nutrition Programs across the nation.  The bullet 
reads: 

     Expand the “free” meal category from 130% of poverty to 185%, consistent 

     with the WIC income eligibility guidelines (eliminating the reduced price 

     meal category.) 

Some of you are recalling at this moment how many years you have heard our South Dakota Association discuss 
this topic.  Do you remember that we jumped on this as a state challenge when the call came out from our na-
tional association that we needed to see what kind of support there was for this?  Do you remember going back 
to your districts from conference with letters to give to board members, superintendents and  

auxiliary organizations seeking their support?  You carried letters, we sent letters, we telephoned about letters 
and e-mailed some about letters of support.  When our campaign and hard work was over, we, South Dakota, 
had submitted over 400 signed letters of support to the School Nutrition Association.  We did more than any 
other state. 

Other states also accepted the challenge and enough letters of support went in for this change that it has been dis-
cussed nationally each year since the last reauthorization in 2005.  Here we are at Reauthorization for 2009 and 
there are four key things we think have to happen to make a difference in or programs to continue to make the 
difference in the lives of our children.   

How proud each of YOU can be that YOU supported the Legislative process.  YOU did this every year by con-
tinuing to see that a Legislative team from YOUR organization went to Legislative Action Conference on 
YOUR behalf.  By YOU keeping those delegations going and bringing back information for YOU to act upon, 
YOU made it happen. YOU through YOUR organization have kept the delegation team going and making those 
vital connections with Legislative aides, senators and representatives.     

Congratulations to each of YOU!!!!!!!!!!  



This message was sent on behalf of the School Nutrition Association of South Dakota using the 
SNA Legislative Web site.  The letter went to the following: 

President Barack Obama 

Senator Tim Johnson 

Senator John Thune 

Representative Herseth-Sandlin 

Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack 
 

 

SUBJECT:   Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act 

 
This year Congress is expected to reauthorize the federal child nutrition programs.  Please support child nutrition 
reauthorization legislation that includes additional funding for school meal programs in order to ensure nutritious 
meals are provided to our kids. 

Your support is needed for a budget resolution that includes $20 billion over five years for the Child Nutrition Re-
authorization in this year’s budget.  This significant investment will allow school nutrition programs to meet their 
goal of providing nutritious, balanced meals to children. 

 
I urge you to increase reimbursement rates by at least 35 cents to cover actual costs, and to provide semi-annual 
adjustments in reimbursement rates.  The current reimbursement for a “free” lunch is $2.57.  This is not adequate to 
cover the costs of food, transportation, labor and benefits, training, equipment and indirect expenses are all increas-
ing rapidly and the reimbursement has not kept pace. 

 
Data from a recent survey of school district directors found that most school districts (68%) expected that the Na-
tional School Lunch Program (NSLP) reimbursement at the end of the 2007/2008 school year would not meet their 
costs.  As school nutrition programs serve more fruits and vegetables, whole grains and lowfat dairy, these im-
provements in the meal pattern further increase the cost of producing a school meal. 

 
Please also consider expanding the”free” meal category from 130% of poverty to 185%, 

consistent with the WIC income eligibility guidelines (eliminating the reduced price category).  This will allow an 
estimated million families who cannot afford the reduced price fee to have access to healthy school meals. 

 
Additionally, please enact legislation that would apply consistent school nutrition standards based on the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans to all foods and beverages sold in schools.  The current law requires that the school lunch 
and breakfast programs meet the goals of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, but they are interpreted differently 
from state to state and from school district to school district. 

Since 1983 the Secretary of Agriculture has not had the authority to regulate the sale of food and beverages outside 
so the school cageeita.  This year please grant USDA the authority to regulate and enforce the sale food and bever-
ages outside of the cafeteria. 

 

Thank you for supporting a strong child nutrition reauthorization bill that provides school nutrition professionals 
with the tools and funding necessary to serve him healthy meals to our kids. 

 

 



Eric Kunzweiler 
Newsletter/Website Chair 
PO Box 56 
Hartford, SD  57033 
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SNA VISION 
Healthful Meals and Nutrition Education are Availab le to All Children  

SNA MISSION 
To Advance Good Nutrition For All Children  

SNA VALUES  
Development of the Whole Child 

Competency 
Service 

Professional Development and Growth 
Camaraderie, Community and Fun 

Lifelong Learning 
Healthy Lifestyles  

HURON EVENT CENTER 

 

JULY 28th—JULY 31st, 2009 

 

(605) 352-3204 or 1-800-876-5858 

 

Ask for the SNA of SD Block of rooms to get the conference rate of $74/night 

 

Reservations must be made before June 30th, 2009 


